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2. Attached for^your information is a copy of p letter from INS 
to Senator HcCorran, cont aining all the particular e in the immigration 
case of Ferenc VAJTA o.nd BIS ' conti'juiiu^ reasons for denial of any 
application subject might sub: it requesting permission to reapply for 
admission to the V. S. A copy of the attached was forwarded to State 
with the suggestion that the latter, in turn, forward a copy of it to 
the Embassy in Bogota. 

3. In view of subject's past activities as described in the 
attached and previously reported in groat detail by ’'eedquart^rs in 
TLB-W-653 shortly after subject’s arrival in Bogota freir the J 1 ** 
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Dear Senator KcCarran: 



This is in reference to your letter of February 26, 1952, trans- 
mitting for consideration a letter and petition fron Ferenc Vajta, 
presently a professor at the Universiriad de los Ancles in Bogota, 

Columbia. The letter and petition seek to have your Comittee reviev 
his "immigration case,” apparently to obtain "moral" vindication and 
your support for % is application to reenter the United States after 
deportation. Ycur letter asks for all the particulars in Vajta* s case. 

Ferenc Vajta is Hungarian by birth. He was last a citizen of 
Hungary. Ke entered the United States on December 16, 1947, at New 
York and was admitted as a temporary visitor for a period of six months. 
Immediately upon his entry, public denunciation was mace that he was a 
dangerous "Hungarian Nazi," whose name appeared on the list of war 
criminals and who had been "the right hand rain of Hungary T s Nazi leader, 
Ferenc Szalasi." It was further alleged that he had escaped from 
American custody while awaiting trial or. war criminal charges. In- 
vestigation among the Hungarian element in the United States indicated 
that these charges had substance. An in igration warrant of arrest 
was issued on January 9, 1948, and Vajta was immediately taken into 
custody under the warrant. 

The principal charge in the warrant was to the effect that Vajta 
entered the United States in violation of law, being an alien whose 
entry was deemed "prejudicial tc the interests of the United States." 
Prior to commen cement of the hearing to determine Vajta' s deportability, 
consideration was given to making an official attempt to procure the 
full evidence of Vajta' s war criminality which was said to be in the 
possession of the People's Court in Budapest, Hungary. It was determined 
that it was inadvisable to rake this attempt. As you know, in Kay 1947, 
Hungary vas converted into a Soviet satellite state by force. Addi- 
tionally, this Service had obtained from private sources evidence which 
appeared to be sufficient to sustain the "prejudicial entry" charge, 
Moreover, Vajta vas then in detention and it appeared that the costs 
would be borne by the Government. 

I emphasize the fact that this Service's evidence did not com- 
prehend all of Vajta* s war criminal activities, so that you will under- 
stand that this reply to your letter does not encompass all of Vajta* s 
war criminality. 

You will recall that in 1945; despite the continued presence of 
Soviet troops on Hungarian soil after the Armistice, the non-ComnunJs t 
Small Landholders Party headed by Premier Nagy obtained majority con- 
trol of the Hungarian Cover nrient as a result of free elections, (in 
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this connection, see House Report Eg. 1920, SOth Congress, 2nd Session, 
194S, at P.P. 112-113. ) This essentially democratic government Issued 
& decroe (Ho* 81/1945) pursuant to the Artist ice Agreement, deolaring 
what were to be the criteria for Hungarian war criminality. Cn hay 3, 
1945, the first list of Hungarian war criminals was published. The 
second list was published on I'ay 4* 1945. The name of Ferenc Vajta was 
included on this second Hungarian war criminal list among those de- 
clared to be war criminals "for having done intellectual work in the 
service of the most Intensive prosecution of the war and in support 
of the Arrow Cross (Fascist) movement." So far as this Service ’s in- 
formation indicates, Vajta 1 s name was never removed froa this list. 

One Martin Hinder testified as a witness for the Gove r nment 
at Vajta' s deportation hearing. Ke was Chief of the Of floe of 
Strategic Service's Hungarian Section. According to his testimony, 
the democratic Hungarian Government furnished us the list of the 
persons it wanted as war criminals in or about the summer of 1945. 
Himmler received orders from Justioe Jackson and General Donovan 
that on their capture, the Hungarian war criminal a were to be 
interrogated in preparation for their trial either at Nuremburg or 
in Hungary. Tbs Hungarian Government established a People's Court 
in Budapest to try the Hungarian war criminals. By arrangement, the 
Hungarian war crininale captured by our troops were turned over to 
this People's Court, together with all seised records of their war 
criminal activities. Himmler, himself, delivered these captured 
records to the President of the Hungarian People's Court In September 
1945. 



Vajta was among the Hungarian war criminals captured by our troops 
Hinder interrogated him in Pur stenf eldhruck , Germany, on June 20, 1945 
Vajta admitted to Hinder that he, Vajta, had been Editor-In-Chief of 
the Hungarian paper "AZ GRSZAG," and that as a reward for his work, be 
was appointed consul in Vienna, Austria, by the Hungarian Nasi leader, 
Ssalasi, after the Germans occupied Hungary in 1944. Among the seised 
documents there was found cerre spandence in which Vajta urged the 
Hungarian Government to rush deported Jews from Budapest, and gave as- 
surance that he, Vajta, would be able to distribute them among the 
various concentration camps in Germany and Austria. Kinder 'a con- 
clusion from review of the captured files of the Hungarian Consulate 
In Vienna was that Vajta definitely came within the war criminal 
classification established by the United nations War Crimes Cocdssion, 
However, as explained, Vajta* s case was turned over to the Hungarians 
for prosecution, in lieu of trial before the International Military 
Tribunal at ttaremburg. 

About two weeks after his interrogation by Hinder, Vajta escaped 
from custody of our troops and made his way to the French zone of 
Austria. Nine separate requests were made for his surrender to our 
forces. Hinder testified that Vajta gave information to the French 
which enabled the French to recover 6,000 kilograms of buried gold. 

As a reward, Vajta was employed as an infbrmer by the French security 
forces. Despite the promises of the French to surrender Vajta to our 
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troops, he wae not surrendered. Instead, ho was assisted or permitted 
to escape to Italy. 

Szalasi, the Hungarian Nazi leader, ana his principal henchmen 
were tried and executed as traitors by the Hungarian authorities for 
their var criminal activities. It Is not known whether Vajta was 
ever tried in absentia by the Hungarian I^op3e *s Coirt. 

Another witness for the Government at Vajta* a deportation hearing 
was Zoltan Pfeiffer. Pfeiffer was leader of the Hungarian Independenoe 
Party, the chief opposition party in Hungary during the period up to 
1947 when Hungary was nominally free of Gcmunla t domination. He, 
himself, suffered violence at the hands of the Coccmmists when the 
Hungarian Cccaamists seised control of the Government by farce In 1947 . 
(See House Report No. 1920 , SOth Congress, 2nd Session, at P. 113 .) 

He testified as to hie own anti-Cccmsunist, democratic attitude. He 
identified Vajta as the well known Hungarian newspaper figure who, from 
the beginning, was in the forefront of those "political careerists" 
who championed the Nasi cause. In this respect, Vajta was "outstanding 
with his most extreme attitude." His articles glorified the Nasi*. 

About April 1943, Vajta founded the n AZ CRSZAG," This was the semi* 
official paper of the foreign 1 In is try of Hungary. The editorial 
policy of the n AZ CRSZAG" incited the Hungarian people to join the war 
on the side of the Germans, and made very violent attacks against the 
Anglo-Saxon peoples and their armed forces. Pfeiffer asserted that 
Vajta was unquestionably personally responsible for the e xt reas politi- 
cal line of the paper. 

It was adduced at the hearing that the Germane occupied Hungary 
in hferch 1944* Significantly, Vajta centime d to publish the "A2 GRSZAG" 
during the German occupation. In September 1944 Regent tlarthy was 
considering making a separate peace with the Allies. The Germans 
learned of tills. With Gerran aid, Ssalasl, the Hungarian Nasi leader, 
seised power by coup d’etat about October 15, 1944. Ssalasl was head 
of the Arrow Cross (fly ilea) Party. In November 1944, the advance of 
the Russian troops threatened to engulf all of Hungary. The Ssalasl 
Government made ready to flee towards Vienna. At this juncture, 
significantly, Ssalasl appointed Vajta First Consul at the Hungarian 
Consulate In Vienna. Vajta took office on November 14, 1944. 

One Valentine Alexander Toth testified as a witness for the 
Government at the hearing. He served as Press Attache at the Hungarian 
Consulate in Vienna prior to, and after, the arrival of Vajta. Im- 
mediately on arrival, Vajta assumed substantial direction over consular 
affairs. Vajta announced that, thenceforth, lie was to be the sole 
consular authority to approve issuance of the Hungarian passports. At 
Vajta’s request, the German Gauleiter provided a sterptuous villa for 
the consulate's use. 
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While at the consulate Vajta made his pro^Jasi attitude ▼err 
evident, Toth testified that Vajta shewed that "he was a hundred 
per cent pro-Hasi." Vajta made the arrangements to receive the 
evacuating Szalasi Government officials. He organized the institu- 
tion of Hungarian radio broadcasts ever the Gcrr.an propaganda 
station ih Vienna, He did this under the general direction of 
Ferenc Fiala, the Mineral Press Chief of Hungary, to take the plaoe 
of the 'Hungarian radio in Budapest which had been put out of opera- 
tion by the Ifcpsian advance* About 30 Hungarians participated In 
these broadcasts* ^%en Fiala, the Press Chief, was net there In 
person, Vajta had the decisive voice as to what would be broadcast 
over this official Hungarian radio. 

The foregoing fairly suns up the evidence. Little or no credence 
was placed in Vajta 4 s explanations and denials. This evidence clearly 
established that at the tine of entry, Vajta was within the daaees of 
aliens whose entry is deemed "prejudicial to the public interest* " The 
regulations of the Secretary of State, issued with the approval of the 
Attorney General, defining these classes appear in Title 3, Code of 
Federal Regulations, Section 175.53. Vajta* s proven activities brought 
him within several of the "prejudicial entry" classes set out in these 
regulations* 

The controversy in Vajta 1 s case which led to the Board of Lmai- 
gratian Appeals* reversing the order of this Service directing Vajta *s 
deportation on the "prejudicial entry" ground, involved only the 
technical question whether this ground could be used in deportation, as 
well as exclusion, proceedings. There was no dispute on the nerits 
whether Vajta cane within the classes of aliens whose entry is deemed 
to be "prejudicial to the public interest." The Attorney General re- 
versed the Board’s view and upheld this Service* s position that the 
"prejudicial entry" charge could be used In deportation hearings* 

Vajta* s attorney took only this technical issue to the courts. He did 
not challenge the factual finding that Vajta was within the classes of 
aliens whose entry is deemed to be prejudicial. The United States Dis- 
trict Court for the Southern District of New Tork and the Court of 
Appeals for the Second Circuit sustained the Attorney General * s and 
this Service *s view that the "prejudicial entry" regulations established 
& claeeof aliens excluded by lav, within the leaning of the deportation 
section of the Immigration Act of 1917 (S U.S.C* s 155). 

Upon being upheld in the courts, this Service issued a warrant of 
deportation on August 31, 194-8, directing Vajta' e deportation to 
Italy, if that country would accept bin, otherwise to Hungary. Italy 
refused to accept bin* Vajta besought permission to depart to Colombia, 
claiming that his life would be in danger if he returned to Europe* 

This permission was granted* He departed fror the United States under 
the order of deportation by aircraft on February 5, 1950, destined to 
Bogota, Colombia* He thus stands deported in pursuance of law and cannot 
reapply for entry without permission. 
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This Service does not have before it an application by Vajta far " % 
perrdaaion to reapply for admission after deportation. However, it is 
noted from bis correspondence with you that he proposed to apply to 
the Attorney General for such pemission and is seeking to enlist your 
aid in this connectipn. 

As the foregoing should make dear, most of the claims in Vajta 1 * 
letter and petition to you. particul ar ly his claim that he was declared 
a war criminal *y HussiST SrdAtn because of his anti-Ccraaunist activities, 
are not In accord with the facts. Without gainsaying Vajta 1 a anti- 
communist protestations, this Service considers that his notorious past 
activities in behalf of the Easts would be enough to warrant denial of 
any application lie might submit requesting permission to reapply for 
admission to the United States after arrest and deportation. Further- 
more, the record establishes that Vajta is mandatorily excludable as 
an alien whose entry is deemed to be "prejudicial to the public interest, 
and this ground of excludability cannot, under the law, be waived in the 
case of an alien seeking admission to the United States to reside. 

In view of your expressed desire for all of the particulars in 
this case, X have gone into considerable detail in this response. How- 
ever, if there is any other information you desire, please let me know 
and I shall be glad to try and furnish it. 

Vajta 1 s letter and petition addressed to you and Judiciary Com- 
mittee are returned herewith. 



Sincerely, 



Enclosures 



3/ Argyle E, Ifcckay 



Honorable Fat KcCarrmn 
Chairman, Ccnmlttee on the Judiciary 
United States Senate 
Washington, D. C. 
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